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1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Blue Ash, Ohio, was held on October 11, 

2018.  Mayor Thomas C. Adamec called the meeting to order in Council Chambers at 7:00 

PM.  

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

The Blue Ash Cub Scout Arrow of Light Den Troop 189 led those assembled in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

3. ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Vice Mayor Marc Sirkin, Councilwoman Linda Bauer, 

Councilman Joe Leet, Councilman Pramod Jhaveri, 

Councilman Jeff Capell, Councilman Lee Czerwonka, and 

Mayor Tom Adamec  

ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager David Waltz, Solicitor Bryan Pacheco, Deputy 

Clerk of Council Karla Plank, Assistant City Manager Kelly 

Harrington, Public Works Director Gordon Perry, Assistant Fire 

Chief Chris Theders, Police Chief Scott Noel, Community 

Development Director Dan Johnson, Assistant Parks & 

Recreation Director Brian Kruse, and interested citizens 

4. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

Councilman Czerwonka moved, Vice Mayor Sirkin seconded to accept the agenda. A voice 

vote was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion carried. 

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

2. OPENING CEREMONIES – Pledge of Allegiance lead by Blue Ash Cub Scout Arrow of Light Den Troop  

3. ROLL CALL – Deputy Clerk of Council Karla Plank 

4. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

5. RECOGNITION AWARDS TO FIRST RESPONDERS FROM THE BLUE ASH AMERICAN LEGION POST 

630 

6. PUBLIC HEARING to consider approval of a Concept Planned Unit Development and Zoning Map 

Amendment at Oak Avenue, in the R-3 Residential High Density Zoning District (Ordinance No. 2018-10, 

first reading) 

7. PUBLIC HEARING to consider approval of a Concept Planned Unit Development and Zoning Map 

Amendment at 9933 Alliance Road, in the Summit Park Zoning District (Ordinance No. 2018-11, first 

reading)  

8. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Regular Meeting of September 13, 2018 

9. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council – Clerk of Council Karla Plank 

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

c. Mayor’s Report – September 2018 

d. Financial Report – Motion to accept the report for September 2018 

10. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

11. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Finance & Administration Committee, Lee Czerwonka, Chairperson 

1. Motion setting 6:00 PM, Monday, November 26, 2018, as the Budget Study Session 

2. Resolution No. 2018-48,  confirming continuing membership in the Miami Valley Risk 

Management Association (MVRMA) and accepting the year 2019 

pool 

b. Parks & Recreation Committee, Linda Bauer, Chairperson 

1. Resolution No. 2018-49,  authorizing contract for professional catering services associated 

with Cooper Creek Event Center 

c. Public Works Committee, Joe Leet, Chairperson 

1. Resolution No. 2018-50,  awarding bid for Creek Road Sidewalk Project  

d. Planning & Zoning Committee, Marc Sirkin, Chairperson 

1. Resolution No. 2018-51,  approving final plat for the Retreat at Summit Park  
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e. Public Safety Committee, Pramod Jhaveri, Chairperson 

1. Resolution No. 2018-52,  adopting the Hamilton County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 

2. Resolution No. 2018-53,  authorizing a multi-year contract for a records management system 

and services  

3. Resolution No. 2018-54,  establishing trick-or-treat hours in Blue Ash (Wednesday, October 

31, 2018) 

12. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

13. ADJOURNMENT 

5. RECOGNITION AWARDS TO FIRST RESPONDERS FROM THE BLUE ASH 

AMERICAN LEGION POST 630 

Mayor Adamec remarked that some of the most hard-working, dedicated, and 

compassionate first responders in the region, can easily be found in the Blue Ash Fire 

Department or the Blue Ash Police Department. The City is extremely lucky to have these 

talented men and women providing unwavering support and protection to thousands of 

people who live and work here. 

Commander Jim Meyers on behalf of the American Legion Post 630 honored two of the 

City’s finest for the second annual “Blue Ash Safety Awards”. Firefighter Jake Bresnen was 

selected as “Firefighter of the Year,” and Officer Mark Ziegler, who recently retired, was 

selected as the “Police Officer of the Year.”  

Firefighter Jake Bresnen has been a committed and valued member of the Blue Ash Fire 

Department for more than five years. Firefighter Bresnen is a Car Seat Technician and 

works with local families to make sure their child safety seats are correctly installed, as well 

as teach community CPR courses. He has taken an active role as a mentor to younger 

department members and helps ensure they are properly trained and confident team 

members. While on shift, he also works to ensure that the department’s EMS supplies and 

equipment are adequately stocked, organized, and reflect the latest technological 

advancements in EMS operations. His professionalism and drive to ensure the safety and 

well-being of the citizens of Blue Ash, as well as his co-workers, is why he is deserving of 

being awarded Firefighter of the Year. 

Officer Mark Ziegler, who recently retired, was an extremely valuable member of the Blue 

Ash Police Department for 15 years. In that time, he served as a Uniformed Patrol Officer, 

Traffic Safety Officer, a certified UAS pilot, and computer forensics examiner. During his 

employment, Officer Ziegler also proudly served his country as a helicopter pilot and 

endured three deployments. Over the course of his law enforcement career, he became 

well-known and respected for his unparalleled degree of integrity, professionalism, and 

dedication. Officer Ziegler set a standard of what it means to be a Blue Ash police officer 

that will continue to inspire and motivate others for years to come. Officer Ziegler was not 

present and Police Chief Scott Noel accepted the award on his behalf.  

Mayor Adamec thanked the American Legion Post 630 for honoring these two great 

individuals.  
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6. PUBLIC HEARING to consider approval of a Concept Planned Unit Development 

and Zoning Map Amendment at Oak Avenue, in the R-3 Residential High Density 

Zoning District (Ordinance No. 2018-10, first reading) 

Mayor Adamec asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2018-10 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-10 

APPROVING A CONCEPT PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT 
AND ZONING MAP AMENDMENT AT OAK AVENUE IN THE R-3 
RESIDENTIAL HIGH DENSITY ZONING DISTRICT 
CONTAINING 4 BUILDING LOTS AND TOTALING 
APPROXIMATELY 0.786 ACRES (CURRENT HAMILTON 
COUNTY AUDITOR’S PARCELS 612-0190-0427, 612-0190-
1239, 612-0190-1255, AND 612-0190-1256) 

Applicant Chris Pernice, Owner of Monarch Homes, LLC, provided a presentation on a 

proposed planned unit development (PUD) at Oak Avenue in Blue Ash.   

  
Mr. Pernice explained that the proposed development consists of four houses.  The 

development is located in the Hazelwood Community.  Over the last seven years, Monarch 

Homes has built approximately 32 new homes in the Hazelwood Community (in yellow).   

  
The proposed PUD is located on Oak Avenue, south of the community park and adjacent to 

Kemper Avenue.  The access into the homes would be a private drive shared on Oak 

Avenue.  An open space area has been created behind the four homes to properly maintain 

maintenance of the flood way (in blue).  Currently, there are two privacy fences to buffer the 

new homes from the existing homes.   

 

The setbacks proposed on homes 1, 2, and 3, are in accordance with R-3 zoning of 50’ x 

125’ minus the cutout of the floodway as an open space.  The 40’ front set back will be 

maintained which is standard for the zoning as well as 25’ rear and 5’ on each side.  Home 

site number 4 is 100’ wide x 125’ deep.  The setbacks are 30’ front, 25’ rear, and 5’ sides.   

 

The types of homes that are being built are the most popular in the Hazelwood Community. 

They will have stone accents, with vinyl and brick to give a positive impact on the 

community.   

In answering Councilman Leet’s questions, Mr. Pernice stated that some of the property is in a 

flood plain but only by approximately one foot.  The elevation on lots 1, 2 and 3 will be brought 

up by approximately 12 inches.  The homes will have basements.  The shared access roadway 

to the homes will be asphalt with concrete driveways.  The maintenance of the shared access 

roadway will be maintained by the residents who will enter into a common access and utility 

easement agreement in that each of the owners would pay 25% of the maintenance costs.  

The agreement will be recorded after the plat is recorded.  Mr. Pernice will look into the 

concern of garbage pick-up with Rumpke.  Mr. Pernice explained that there is existing sanitary 

sewers on the Kemper Avenue right-of-way.  Per MSD regulations, that main line will be tapped 

individually to the back of the houses.   
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In response to Councilman Capell’s questions, Mr. Pernice stated that the HOA is comprised 

only of the four lots.  The flood way depicted in blue is a densely wooded area.  It is not 

anticipated that any trees would be taken down or cause disruption of the existing flood way.  

Once full approval of the PUD is granted, the plat will be recorded and Monarch Homes will 

begin offering the houses for sale.  As the houses sell, they will be built.  Mr. Pernice 

anticipates the homes will sell quickly as there is strong demand in today’s market.  

In response to Vice Mayor Sirkin’s question, Mr. Pernice stated that if a PUD is not granted, 

each homeowner would have to maintain the flood way, along with flood insurance issues, or 

the plan would have to be modified to accommodate the current zoning.   

In answering Mayor Adamec’s question, Mr. Pernice stated that the PUD allows the formation 

of an HOA which will be comprised of the shared access roadway, the flood plain, and the 

maintenance thereof.  The flood plain will be recorded as an additional parcel of the HOA.  The 

approximate cost of the homes would range from $240,000 to $280,000.   

In response to Mayor Adamec’s question regarding the status by the Planning Commission, 

Mr. Waltz indicated that Planning Commission granted concept approval.    

The Public Hearing was then opened to the public. 

Wilma Byrd, Hazelwood, stated the City has allowed homes to be built on 50’x125’ lots and 

requested the homes not be built too close together.   

Paul Ojanen, 11066 Oak Avenue, stated his concerns with the density of the homes.  The 

backyard of his home faces the front yards of the proposed homes.  The development should 

be considerate of adjacent developments and should protect and preserve the character and 

value of surrounding residential properties.  As part of the PUD, he requested additional 

details, such as landscaping, sidewalks, and parking areas.   

Connie Carver, 5723 Cook Avenue, believes the development changes the character of the 

neighborhood and makes it unpleasant for residents.   

Connie Ellington, 11054 Oak Avenue, stated that the houses will increase traffic and is 

concerned with the potential flood plain overruns onto her property. 

Steve Caupp, 4723 Cook Avenue, feels the digging on the property will disrupt the ground and 

increase the flood plain.   

In addressing Mayor Adamec’s questions, Mr. Pernice indicated that the lots meet the zoning 

code or above code with the exception of lot 2.   

Mr. Pernice clarified the drainage of the proposed homes are from front to back and will flow 

into the right-of-way behind the property.   

There being no further questions or comments, the public hearing was declared closed at 

7:48 P.M.  
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7. PUBLIC HEARING to consider approval of a Concept Planned Unit Development 

and Zoning Map Amendment at 9933 Alliance Road, in the Summit Park Zoning 

District (Ordinance No. 2018-11, first reading)  

Mayor Adamec asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2018-11 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-11 

APPROVING A CONCEPT PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT 
AND ZONING MAP AMENDMENT AT 9933 ALLIANCE ROAD IN 
THE SUMMIT PARK ZONING DISTRICT ON A SITE 
CONTAINING APPROXIMATELY 14 ACRES (HAMILTON 
COUNTY AUDITOR’S PARCEL 612-0120-0199) 

Applicant, Sean Balnes, President & CEO of Red Tiger Investments represents the owner, 

Takoma Properties, the property at 9933 Alliance Road is an industrial building of 

approximately 200,000 sq. ft., located on 14 acres.   

  

  
The existing building on the property no longer conforms with the zoning or comprehensive 

plan.  They are requesting a zone change to a Planned Unit Development (PUD).  They 

believe there is an opportunity, through an adaptive reuse of the property, to secure a high-

end user focusing on emerging industries.  With public and private investments being made 

near Summit Park, it is a great opportunity to leverage better use of the property.   

 

Project partners and public partners for the project are Emersion Design, architect; Bayer 

Becker, Planner; Colliers, Real Estate Broker; TechSolve, Technical & Industry Consultant; 

Messer, Construction; REDI Cincinnati.   

  

In 1973, the existing building was built by the Rosenthal Company as a commercial print 

company.  In 2003, Takoma acquired the property.  

 

Research has shown that advanced manufacturing is an extremely viable use for the property.  
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The location is ideal with all the public improvements that have been made adjacent to it.  

When companies are looking at locating to a region, there are two main factors: 1) there must 

be real estate; and 2) skilled workforce.  There are very few sites within I-275 that are 

conducive for advanced manufacturing.   

 

A short video was played to show the vision for the property.   

 
 

Bob Garlock of Bayer Becker spoke about the some of the improvements that could be 

incorporated into the site plan and provide flexibility.  One goal was to resolve truck traffic 

conflict and passenger vehicles for a safer driving pattern.  Another was to reduce the view of 

the parking fields from the two adjacent roadways and create buffers.  It was important to 

maintain flexibility in the plan in expanding the building size or providing for an additional 

building, along with providing for an additional parking area.   

 

Jim Cheng of Emersion Design is working on the architectural character of the development.  

The intent is to reassure quality development and retain high quality tenants.   
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Indicated in the slides above are various types of materials that are being considered for the 

exterior walls to give the building a more contemporary look.  Main entrances would have 

significant openings done in a contemporary way with large expansive openings and an 

expressive main entrance.  The overall expression should be strong and contemporary.   

  
The transformational nature of the building speaks as to the types of businesses that they are 

hoping to attract.   

In addressing Vice Mayor Sirkin’s concerns, Mr. Cheng indicated that specific architectural 

concepts will be the decision of the tenant.  

Mr. Balnes stated that the building will be marketed on a national scale due to its location and 

adaptability.  The PUD will allow to begin the RFP process which will done through REDI and 

provide timely responses.  Without the PUD, time would be an unknown and time is of the 

essence when applying for the RFPs.  Currently, there are no potential tenants but there are 

several known companies that would be good end users.   

There being no further questions or comments, the public hearing was declared closed at 

8:13 P.M.  

8. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilman Czerwonka moved, Vice Mayor Sirkin seconded to approve the minutes of the 

regular meeting of September 13, 2018.  A voice vote was taken. All members present voted 

yes. Motion carried. 
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9. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council 

The Deputy Clerk of Council noted the City received a notice from the Ohio Division of 

Liquor Control for a request of a Liquor License Transfer (Permit No. 0761885) to Blu Hotel 

Group LLC d/b/a the Blu Hotel & Pool, 11349 Reed Hartman Hwy, Blue Ash, Ohio 45241 

from Reed Hartman Hospitality LLC d/b/a The Blu & Pool.  The Police Department reviewed 

the request and had no objections.  There were no objections expressed by Council.   

There were no further communications presented to Council. 

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

There were no representatives from outside agencies present at the meeting. 

c. Mayor's Report – September 2018 

TOTAL RECEIPTS: ..........................................................................................................................................  $15,072.00 
 
DISBURSEMENTS: 

To Blue Ash 

  Fines/costs/Expungements/forfeitures/NSF check charges, vendor permits) ............................... $11,006.00 

To the State of OH: .................................................................................................................................. $3,835.50 

  Victims of Crime ................................................................................................................................... $855.00 

  General Rev Fund ..................................................................................................... now included in 2a below 

  Sealings .................................................................................................................................................. $60.00 

  Indigent Defense Support Fund 2a (Includes STG and bond surcharge) ....................................... $2,406.00 

  Drug Law Enforcement Fund 2b .......................................................................................................... $304.50 

  Justice Program Service Fund 

  Seat Belts ............................................................................................................................................. $210.00 

  Indigent Driver’s Alcohol Trtm’t Fund ................................................................................................... $130.50 

      Higbee & Associates, sealing fee;collect September,2018;distribute October, 2018 ............................. 45.00 

Refund of Appealed Fines and Costs ............................................................................................................ $0.00 

Refund of overpaid fines ................................................................................................................................. $0.00 

Bond Money applied ....................................................................................................................................... $0.00 

Bond Money returned ............................................................................................................................. $0.00 

Restitution payment .............................................................................................................................. $55.00 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS ..............................................................................................................................  $15,072.00 

BALANCE IN BONDS: 09/30/2018 ................................................................................................................ $0.00 

Mayor’s Court traffic citations issued .................................................................................................................... 88 

Mayor’s Court Building charges issued .................................................................................................................. 2 

Mayor’s Court criminal citations issued ........................................................................................................ 13 

Total Mayor’s Court cases  ........................................................................................................................ 103 

Blue Ash rev. from Mayor’s Ct. Cases:...…………………………………………………………………………….$11,006.00 

d.  Financial Report – September 2018 

Councilman Czerwonka moved Councilman Jhaveri seconded to accept the Financial Report 

for September 2018 as submitted. A voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. 

Motion carried. 

CITY OF BLUE ASH FINANCIAL POSITION STATEMENT- MONTH ENDING September 30, 2018 

MONTH TO DATE 2017 2018 
START OF MONTH FUND BALANCE:   $54,743,833.07  $48,359,211.47 
Revenues:     
 Earnings Tax Collections: $2,959,454.51  $3,281,123.81  
 Debt Financing (long term) -  -  
 Debt Financing (short term) -                         -  

 Other Revenue Received: 3,018,365.57  781,225.10  
 = Total Monthly Receipts  $5,977,820.08  $4,062,348.91 
Expenditures:     
 Long term Debt Payments -  -  
 Short term Debt Payments -  -  

 Other Expenditures: $7,044,336.75  $4,021,866.41  
 = Total Monthly Expenditures:  $(7,044,336.75)  $(4,021,866.41) 
END OF MONTH FUND BALANCE:   $53,677,316.40  $48,399,693.97 
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YEAR TO DATE 2017 2018 
START OF YEAR FUND BALANCE:   58,212,800.00  49,409,485.46 
Revenues:     
 Earnings Tax Collections: $27,723,649.67  $27,792,575.18  
 Debt Financing (long term) -  -  
 Debt Financing (short term) -  -  
 Other Revenue Received: $12,783,697.05  $14,599,575.78  

 = Total YTD Receipts  $40,507,346.72  $42,392,150.96 

     
Expenditures:     
 Long term Debt Payments $4,460,709.21  $4,425,746.71  
 Short term Debt Payments 63,939.74  63,939.74  
 Other Expenditures: $40,518,181.37  $38,912,256.00  
 = Total YTD Expenditures:   $(45,042,830.32)   $(43,401,942.45) 

YEAR TO DATE FUND BALANCE:   $53,677,316.40  $48,399,693.97 
     

100% of the fund balance was invested as of 09/30/18  Interest paid to date on matured investments: $414,273.81  Receipt  

and expenditure figures do not include interfund transfers or advances.  All debt includes principal and interest. 

BLUE ASH INCOME TAX DIV. INCOME TAX RECEIPT SUMMARY - MONTH ENDING September, 2018 

MONTH TO DATE STATUS: 2017 2018 
 Business Net Profit $554,786.67  $763,594.15  
 Resident Net Profit 138,336.37  158,615.76  
 Non-Resident Net Profit 37,403.71  25,390.79  
 Subcontractor Net Profit 24,122.00  16,066.00  

 Net Profit Total  $754,648.75  $963,666.70 
 Withholding $2,165,304.00  $2,274,980.35  
 Subcontractor Withholding 39,501.76  41,676.76  

 Withholding Total  $2,204,805.76  $2,316,657.11 

 Monthly Collection Totals  $2,959,454.51  $3,280,323.81 
    10.84% 

     
YEAR TO DATE STATUS:     
 Business Net Profit     $4,201,092.94  $4,766,019.74  
 Resident Net Profit    1,172,408.54  1,116,436.57  
 Non-Resident Net Profit 390,737.46  299,365.76  
 Subcontractor Net Profit 165,953.27  164,799.63  
 Net Profit Total  $5,930,192.21  $6,346,621.70 

 Withholding $21,355,651.31  $21,021,275.53  
 Subcontractor Withholding 437,806.15  423,877.95  
 Withholding Total  21,793,457.46  21,445,153.48 
 YTD Collection Totals  27,723,649.67  27,791,775.18 

    0.25% 

 YTD Refund Totals  $1,513,705.20  $1,414,604.09 

10. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

Monica Allen, 11053 Oak Avenue, stated she is not in favor of tearing down the Hazelwood 

Community Center.  She questioned the needed repairs and its cost.  She feels the center 

would be more utilized if it had more hours of operation.  She requested Council to install Wi-

Fi, X-Box, Play Station, and be opened for more hours.  

Michael Washington, 11043 Wood Avenue, feels the decline in usage of the Hazelwood 

Community Center is due to a decline in hours of operation.  He believes demolishing the 

Community Center would be tantamount to obliterating the significant aspect of African-

American history in the City of Blue Ash.  He indicated that the Hazelwood Community 

Association is willing to work with officials of the City to preserve and enhancing the rich 

history and culture of the community and provide a win-win situation for all concerned.  

JaVonne Hummes, 5305 Cornell Road, stated that he and his sisters use the Hazelwood 

Community Center and does not want it to be demolished.  

Eric Hopkins, 5249 Cook Avenue, asked Council to not tear down the Hazelwood 

Community Center because it is a good source of his education.   
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Carla Williams, 11065 Centennial Avenue, believes the reason the Hazelwood Community 

Center does not get used is because there are not enough hours of opening.  She was told, 

during the Open House, a shelter would bring more value to the homes which she disputes.   

Melissa Lewis, 11066 Centennial Avenue, initially liked the proposed plan for Oak Park, but 

feels the community center should not be demolished.  She requested more information and 

an itemized list of repairs and the costs to bring the community center up to code.  She 

requested that the proposed plan be presented in the Hazelwood Community Center.  

Hearings from Citizens was declared closed at 8:27 PM. 

11. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Prior to the Council meeting, Council members received the following report describing 

agenda items: 

This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the October 11
th

 Council agenda.  

6.  Public Hearing to consider approval of a Concept Planned Unit Development and Zoning Map 

Amendment at Oak Avenue, in the R-3 Residential High Density Zoning District (Ordinance No. 2018-10 

first reading)  

On August 2, Planning Commission recommended approval of a Concept Planned Unit Development Plan and a 

Zoning Map Amendment that includes 4 building lots and one lot of common open space on a site of the east 

side of Oak Avenue in Hazelwood.  The building lots are designed for single-family homes; the common lot would 

be in the floodplain of the adjacent creek and maintained by a homeowners association.  The plan does not 

create any new public rights-of-way. 

The Planning Commission did not recommend approval of a Final Development Plan because the application 

included only building envelopes on each lot.  The Commission asked for more details about the actual building 

locations and details about the proposed structures. 

If approved, the Zoning Map will be changed to reflect that this property is a PUD and the property may not be 

used in any way other than as approved by the Ordinance. 

Please direct questions regarding this Resolution to the Community Development Director. 

7.  Public Hearing to consider approval of a Concept Planned Unit Development and Zoning Map 

Amendment at 9933 Alliance Road, in the Summit Park Zoning District (Ordinance No. 2018-11 first 

reading) 

On August 2, Planning Commission recommended approval of a Concept Planned Unit Development Plan and a 

Zoning Map Amendment for 9933 Alliance Road that includes a conceptual site layout and would allow some 

uses that are otherwise nonconforming in the Summit Park Zoning District.  The list of uses includes light 

manufacturing and others that were permitted in the former M-1 Office Industrial district.  The owner intends to 

create a “Summit Innovation Center” that will allow high-end and high-tech tenants to the site.  Although none 

have been yet identified, the owner hopes that having the ability to allow such uses will provide the ability to 

more quickly respond to tenants that may be a good fit for a desirable reuse of the property. 

A Final Development Plan application would need to be filed before any specific use could be allow that is 

inconsistent with the standard Summit Park Zoning District regulations.  If approved, the Zoning Map will be 

changed to reflect that this property is a PUD and the property may not be used in any way other than as 

approved by the Ordinance. 

Please direct questions regarding this Ordinance to the Community Development Director. 

11.a.1. Motion setting 6:00PM, Monday, November 26, 2018, as the Budget Study Session 

This motion would formally establish the time and date for the 2019 Budget Study Work Session for Monday, 

November 26, 2018, at 6:00 PM. 

Please direct questions or scheduling issues regarding this motion to the City Manager. 

11.a.2.  Resolution No. 2018-48 confirming continuing membership in the Miami Valley Risk Management 

Association (MVRMA) and accepting the year 2019 pool contribution  

MVRMA is a member-driven risk management pool whose mission is to deliver high quality risk management 

services to its member municipalities.  MVRMA addresses its members' risk management and risk financing 

needs by providing a combination of self-insurance and commercial insurance/reinsurance for members' property 

and casualty exposures. The City has been a member of MVRMA since 1992. 

This resolution seeks ongoing approval for participation and outlines the 2019 pool contribution to MVRMA of an 

amount not to exceed $280,000 for our coverage.  The City’s portion of coverage will represent approximately 

6.5% of all pool costs in 2019.   

The City's annual contribution is composed of our share of the pool's operating expenses, as well as payment 

relating to our "share" of expected reserves and losses for the upcoming year.  The total amount of the expected 

Loss Fund as determined by MVRMA’s actuary for 2019 for all 20 members is $2,285,000 and as losses, claims, 

and reserves are addressed over the next several years, those costs will be charged against that particular 

“2019” fund.  If the entirety of the Loss Fund is not needed, any balances are refunded or credited to a member 

in proportion to their percentage of contribution. Should total losses exceed that amount, the Shock Loss fund 

would absorb the overage.   
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Blue Ash's affiliation with the Miami Valley Risk Management Association has been a positive one. We are very 

satisfied with the administration and structure of the program.  MVRMA is audited and examined by the Ohio 

Department of Insurance on an annual basis and prepares a Comprehensive Annual Financial Report each year 

as well.  No city has ever left the Association and the group seems very content with the level of service provided 

by the pool. 

Additionally, MVRMA offers a discount to members whose police and fire departments wish to take advantage of 

a top-notched policy manual and training service called “Lexipol”. The City’s  Police and Fire departments both 

participate in the Lexipol program, which has proven helpful in keeping our policy and procedure manuals up-to-

date.  MVRMA also provides in-person and web-based training opportunities to our City staff. 

Please direct questions concerning this resolution to the Treasurer/Administrative Services Director.  

11.b.1.  Resolution No. 2018-49 authorizing contract for professional catering services associated with 

Cooper Creek Event Center  

Based on the performance and experiences at the Cooper Creek Event Center in past several years, the Cooper 

Creek Team has requested authorization to enter into three year contracts with Catering Adventures Hospitality 

Group, LLC, Elegant Fare, Inc., and Jeff Thomas Catering, for an amount not to exceed $1,200,000 (collectively) 

per year for catering and staff services beginning January 1, 2019 thru December 31, 2021.  Termination of 

these contracts can be made at any time with a 30-day advance notice by either party.  The City will receive a 

portion of the food package averaging 21% depending on the size of particular events and other factors.  

The “preferred” caterer option will give clients the option to choose from a variety of catering styles and price 

points. In addition, we will be able to offer authentic, ethnic options to encompass the diverse populations of our 

community. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Parks and Recreation Director. 

11.c.1.  Resolution No. 2018-50  awarding bid for Creek Road Sidewalk Project  

As part of the City’s effort to provide for continued connectivity throughout the City, bids for this project were 

advertised on Wednesday, September 12, 2018, in the Northeast Suburban Life-Press, and were publicly 

opened and read on October 3, 2018. Four bids were received and Administration is recommending Council 

authorize a bid award to the low bidder, Prus Construction Company for unit prices as shown on the bid 

summary.  It is recommended that the award include the base bid which is less than the engineer’s estimate for 

this project.   

Sidewalk will be installed along Creek Road from Kenwood Road to I-71. This completes sidewalk along the 

entirety of Creek Road. The completion date for this project is April 1, 2019. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Public Works Director. 

11.d.1.  Resolution No. 2018-51  approving final plat for the Retreat at Summit Park  

On October 4, Planning Commission recommended approval of a Final Plat for Section 4 of the Retreat at 

Summit Park subdivision, which includes 12 lots, five areas of common open space, and public right-of-way. The 

Final Plat substantially conforms to the approved Preliminary Plan. If necessary, the developer will be required to 

provide a performance bond prior to filing the plat that is sufficient to provide for the completion of the 

development, if the developer fails to complete it per plan. 

Approval of a Final Plat does result in dedication of new public rights-of-way; it does not result in the City 

accepting maintenance responsibility for the improvements within those new rights-of-way. The City accepts 

maintenance only after 80 percent of the lots within the subdivision have been developed and the streets are 

more than one year old. 

Approval of a Final Plat does not require a public hearing. 

This is the final section of the subdivision. 

Please direct questions regarding this Resolution to the Community Development Director. 

11.e.1. Resolution No. 2018-52  adopting Hamilton County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 

A Federal Act passed in the Year 2000 required local communities to develop a hazard mitigation plan outlining 

goals and objectives for mitigating natural disasters, such as flooding, severe storms, tornadoes, winter storms, 

etc. if those communities are to be eligible for Federal aid. In November 2002, Hamilton County received a grant 

from the Ohio Emergency Management Agency to support development of such a plan for the County and to 

invite participation with all 49 political jurisdictions within the County.  

In order to qualify for pre- or post-disaster mitigation funding assistance, all local communities in the County are 

required to have a federally-approved natural hazard mitigation plan, and local jurisdictions have two options to 

assure access to this funding: they must either adopt their own plan meeting the federal requirements or they 

must adopt the county-wide plan designed to meet the federal requirements. To assist local jurisdictions, 

Hamilton County developed a county-wide plan during 2003, and Blue Ash formally adopted that plan in 

September 2004 via passed of Resolution No. 2004-21.  On September 19, 2018, the Hamilton County Board of 

Commissioners adopted the 2018 Hamilton County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan, which was approved by both 

the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the Ohio EMA.  The Police Chief and Assistant Fire 

Chief have reviewed the plan and is recommending Council approval.   

Please direct questions regarding this resolution to the Police Chief or the Assistant Fire Chief. 
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11.e.2.  Resolution No. 2018-53  authorizing a multi-year contract for a records management system and 

services 

Resolution No. 2018-53 authorizes the City Manager to enter into a three-year contract with Axon Enterprise, 

Inc., a digital evidence solutions provider. 

Over the past 5 years, the Police Department has experienced obsolete recording systems and dramatic 

increases in the amount of digital media evidence (photos, video, audio, documents, forensic downloads) 

collected that has started to exceed the department’s ability to store in-house data.  Axon Enterprise, Inc. 

provides a secure, cloud-based storage system for digital media evidence that allows for smart redaction 

capabilities, complies with all law enforcement standards, customizes retention levels, securely submits digital 

evidence and provides digital sharing with other police stations or prosecutor’s offices.    

Please direct questions regarding this resolution to the Police Chief. 

11.e.3. Resolution No. 2018-54 establishing trick-or-treat hours in Blue Ash (Wednesday, October 31, 

2018) 

Every year, City Council authorizes a resolution establishing the date and time to observe Halloween activities 

within the City.  Traditionally, the City has recognized Halloween activities on the date of Halloween, October 

31st.  This resolution establishes Wednesday, October 31, from 6 to 8 PM as the time to observe the occasion of 

Halloween.  Blue Ash Police and Fire personnel will be patrolling the streets and handing out candy to children 

while ensuring that the safety of all is provided. 

a. Finance & Administration Committee, Lee Czerwonka, Chairperson 

Councilman Czerwonka moved, Councilwoman Bauer seconded to set Monday, November 

26, 2108 at 6:00 pm as the Budget Study Session.  A voice vote was taken. All members 

present voted yes. Motion carried. 

Councilman Czerwonka asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2018-48 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-48 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO CONFIRM 
CONTINUING MEMBERSHIP IN THE MIAMI VALLEY RISK 
MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION, INC. (MVRMA) AND TO 
ACCEPT THE 2019 POOL CONTRIBUTION AMOUNTS 

Councilman Czerwonka moved, Vice Mayor Sirkin seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2018-

48.  

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Bauer, Leet, Jhaveri, 

Capell, Czerwonka, Sirkin, and Mayor Adamec voted yes. Seven yeses. Resolution No. 

2018-48 passed. 

b. Parks & Recreation Committee, Linda E. Bauer, Chairperson 

Councilman Bauer asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2018-49 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-49 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO MULTI-
YEAR CONTRACTS FOR THE COOPER CREEK EVENT 
CENTER FOR PROFESSIONAL CATERING SERVICES WITH 
ELEGANT FARE, INC., JEFF THOMAS CATERING, AND 
CATERING ADVENTURES HOSPITALITY GROUP, LLC 

Councilman Bauer moved, Councilman Leet seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2018-49.  

In addressing Councilman Capell’s question, City Manager David Waltz explained that the 

City acts as a pass through for rental contracts of the CCEC to the caterers.  The City 

receives a percentage of all sales.  It is an incentive for the City through catering sales.  The 

City does not subsidize any funds.   

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Leet, Jhaveri, 

Capell, Czerwonka, Sirkin, Bauer, and Mayor Adamec voted yes. Seven yeses. Resolution 

No. 2018-49 passed. 
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c. Public Works Committee, Joe Leet, Chairperson 

Councilman Leet asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2018-50 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-50 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A 
CONTRACT FOR THE CREEK ROAD SIDEWALK PROJECT 

Councilman Leet moved, Councilman Czerwonka seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2018-

50.  

Mr. Waltz stated that the last two years, the City finished most of the residential sidewalks 

through the major thorough fares.  Currently, there remains a long-term strategic decisions 

concerning the crossing at the southeast of Reed Hartman and Glendale-Milford Road to 

Summit Park.   

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Jhaveri, Capell, 

Czerwonka, Sirkin, Bauer, Leet, and Mayor Adamec voted yes. Seven yeses. Resolution No. 

2018-50 passed. 

d. Planning & Zoning Committee, Marc Sirkin, Chairperson 

Vice Mayor Sirkin asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2018-51 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-51 

APPROVING A FINAL PLAT FOR PHASE 4 OF THE RETREAT 
AT SUMMIT PARK SUBDIVISION CONTAINING 12 LOTS AND 
TOTALING APPROXIMATELY 4.104 ACRES (CURRENT 
HAMILTON COUNTY AUDITOR’S PARCELS 612-0150-0686 
AND 612-0150-0687) 

Vice Mayor Sirkin moved, Councilman Leet seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2018-51.  

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Capell, Czerwonka, 

Sirkin, Bauer, Leet, Jhaveri, and Mayor Adamec voted yes. Seven yeses. Resolution No. 

2018-51 passed. 

e. Public Safety Committee, Pramod Jhaveri, Chairperson 

Councilman Jhaveri asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2018-52 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-52 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ADOPT THE 
HAMILTON COUNTY MULTI-HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN 

Councilman Jhaveri moved, Councilman Czerwonka seconded to adopt Resolution No. 

2018-52.  

In response to Mayor Adamec’s question, Assistant Fire Chief Chris Theders explained that 

the City is using Hamilton County’s Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan in an effort to obtain eligible 

federal funds.  

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Czerwonka, 

Sirkin, Bauer, Leet, Jhaveri, Capell, and Mayor Adamec voted yes. Seven yeses. Resolution 

No. 2018-52 passed.  
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Councilman Jhaveri asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2018-53 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-53 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A 
MULTI-YEAR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT WITH 
AXON ENTERPRISE, INC. FOR A RECORDS MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEM AND RELATED SERVICES FOR THE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT AND MAYOR’S COURT 

Councilman Jhaveri moved, Councilman Czerwonka seconded to adopt Resolution No. 

2018-53.  

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Sirkin, Bauer, Leet, 

Jhaveri, Capell, Czerwonka, and Mayor Adamec voted yes. Seven yeses. Resolution No. 

2018-53 passed. 

Councilman Jhaveri asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2018-54 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-54 

AUTHORIZING HALLOWEEN ACTIVITIES AND ESTABLISHING 
TIME LIMITATIONS IN THE CITY OF BLUE ASH, OHIO, FOR 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2018 

Councilman Jhaveri moved, Councilwoman Bauer seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2018-

54.  

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Bauer, Leet, Jhaveri, 

Capell, Czerwonka, and Mayor Adamec voted yes.  Vice Mayor Sirkin voted “boo”.  Six 

yeses and one “boo”. Resolution No. 2018-54 passed. 

12. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

Mr. Waltz stated the City is the recipient of Hamilton County TOT funds in the amount of 

$600,000 for the next four years which funds will go towards the CCEC debt retirement.  A 

letter will be sent, on behalf of City Council, to the Hamilton County Commissioners in 

expression of our gratitude.   

Mr. Waltz provided a budget update for 2019.  Last year, Administration suggested using 

approximately $2 million in reserve funds for extra capital projects.  The 2018 budget may 

end with a $1 million surplus.  In the 2019 budget, Administration requested Department 

Heads to be conservative on non-personnel costs.  Despite the expected reserve declines, 

operationally, Administration does not anticipate any problems in balancing the budget.  

Currently, the City has a surplus of $30 million in reserve funds.  Mr. Waltz suggested using 

$1 million to $1.5 million from reserves for capital projects.  Additional details will be given 

prior to the Budget Study Session.  

Public Works Director Gordon Perry informed that Plainfield Road is currently closed while 

the roundabout is being built and should be completed by the end of November 2018.  The 

City’s paving program is ongoing and street paving is expected to begin on October 24th. 

Assistant Fire Chief Chris Theders expressed his gratitude to Council and the community for 

their support of the Fire Department’s open house on Tuesday.  There were over 700 in 

attendance.   

Assistant City Manager Kelly Harrington stated that during the Council Retreat in January, it 

was discussed to conduct a citizen’s satisfaction survey which is currently underway by the 

University of Cincinnati.  They will be making 500 telephone calls to residents and asking 15-

20 questions concerning the City of Blue Ash.  The results of the survey will be provided in 

December.   
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Councilman Jhaveri provided an update regarding an event he and Councilwoman Bauer 

attended in Indianapolis, Indiana on October 6th and 7th – Year of Germany in the US by the 

Consulate General of the Federal Republic of Germany on behalf of the City’s Sister City 

Program with Ilmenau, Germany.  Out of 80 Sister City programs within the United States, 

approximately 20 cities participated.  There were various events scheduled such as a panel 

discussion, musical performances, public parade, and a building light show.  During the 

panel discussions, cities were asked how they benefited from their Sister City program.  

Some of the responses were development of apprentice programs, student exchange, and 

economic development opportunities.  It was also noted that most programs held yearly 

exchange visits.  For future events, he recommended the City have a flag for the parade 

event.   

Councilwoman Bauer added to Councilman Jhaveri’s remarks that she was extremely 

impressed by the benefits of these programs and feels it is important that the City does not 

become so localized and that it fails to reach out globally to organizations and to other cities 

and countries.   

Mr. Waltz requested direction from Council with regard to the proposed plan for Oak Park in 

the Hazelwood community.  To clarify, the community center is an outdated model.  It is not 

a historical building – it was built in the 1970s.  There is a historical marker near the 

community center highlighting the Hazelwood Community that will remain and be preserved 

(but the building itself was not historical). The hours of the community center were reduced 

due to the lack of use.  Additional hours did not justify the cost to the City.  Uses of the 

community center such as a neighborhood drop-in center, kids pool tables, etc. are 

wonderful opportunities for the entire community to gather under the Rec Center.  The 

opportunities at the Rec Center exceed anything the Hazelwood Community Center can 

offer.  Membership waivers can be granted upon the request of hardships, etc.  Mr. Waltz 

understands that the decision may be difficult.  The information received from City staff is a 

business and economic decision.  Council needs to weigh that with the community decision. 

Councilman Capell feels the Hazelwood residents needs more weigh-in on the proposed 

project.  He would like to see more discussion on the merits of the current proposal as well 

as what would be any alternatives.  He feels the City needs to be transparent and make sure 

residents know what is being discussed during the meetings.   

Mr. Waltz reminded that the City sent a letter to every resident in the Hazelwood Community 

with the information concerning the Oak Park project and invited them to attend the Open 

House.  The full presentation is on the City’s website.  There is no lack of transparency on 

this project.   

Councilman Leet stated he spoke with and received many emails from residents who are in 

favor of the project.  There were few residents who had concerns.  He would like 

Administration to move forward.   

Councilman Jhaveri requested to move forward on the project only after further 

consideration of whether it is feasible to extend hours at the center and whether 

rehabilitation of the building is cost effective.   

Councilman Czerwonka stated that he would like to move forward on the project.  The open 

house provided feedback from citizen on the overall design.  Positive comments were made 

from residents with minor tweaks to the design, such as including a toddler playground.   

Vice Mayor Sirkin approves of the Parks & Recreation Department’s recommendation.  He 

requested additional information as to detailed costs of rehabilitation of the community 

center.  He feels the proposed design offers more utilization by the Hazelwood community.   

Mayor Adamec feels Administration should move forward on the project.  He asked that the 

Parks & Recreation Department consider certain recommendations received by the 

residents.  He also requested Administration to provide more facts concerning the costs 

associated with renovating the building and how many years of usage the City would be able 

to get out of those renovations.   
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Mr. Waltz stated that Administration will shape up some concerns.  No one at the open 

house objected to the new amenities.  Administration will look into the building costs; 

whether the community center is functionally feasible; whether the City should have a 

second enhanced Rec Center; whether the City should staff it; and whether the City is going 

to subsidize it.  During the next meeting, Administration will provide an update under 

Miscellaneous Business.   

Mayor Adamec reminded Council that the Veteran’s Day Ceremony will be on Sunday, 

November 11th at 10:30 am at the Veteran’s Memorial Park.  The ceremony will be followed 

by a luncheon at the Recreation Center.   

13. ADJOURNMENT 

All items on the agenda having been acted upon, Councilman Czerwonka moved, 

Councilman Leet seconded to adjourn the meeting. A voice vote was taken. All members 

voted yes. The Council meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:30 PM. 
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